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SUBJECT: IVORY COAST DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH CAMBODIA 
AND VIETNAM 

REF: A) ABIDJAN 8707, B) ABIDJAN 8757 

1. GOIC ANNOUNCEMENT OP ESTABLISHMENT OP DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 
WITH NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAM AND WITH CAMBODIA CAME AS COM- 
PLEASE SURPRISE TO US, TO OTHER DIPLOMATS HERE, AND, EVIDENTLY, 

TO MANY RESPONSIBLE IVORIAN OPPICIALS. PONOFP DIRECTOR POR 
POLITICAL AFPAIRS KANIE TOLD US HE HAD NOT BEEN CONSULTED AND 
WAS NOT INVOLVED, BUT SENIOR GOIC OFPICIALS HAVE SPOKEN OP 
NEED TO "WIDEN CONTACTS" AND OP NEUTRALITY AND NONINTERFERENCE 
IN OTHERS' INTERNAL AFPAIRS. RELATIONS WITH CAMBODIA MAY BE 
RATIONALIZED BY PREVIOUS FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET- 
BOIGNY AND SIHANOUK. GOIC HAD PREVIOUSLY MAINTAINED RELATIONS 
WITH LON NOL AS LONG AS HE CONTROLLED PHNOM PENH. PACT THAT 
DIVISION OF NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAM IS ESSENTIALLY PICTION 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ABIDJA 08844 I810I5Z 

SEEMS TO HAVE HAD NO IMPACT ON GOIC THINKING. RELATIONS WITH 
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TWO VIETNAMS, HOWEVER, MAY REFLECT NOTHING MORE THAN GESTURE 
TOWARDS MAINTAINING "NEUTRAL" POSITION. GOIC MAY WELL CONSIDER 
IT HAS "FAVORED" U.S. IN OPPOSING EXPULSION OF ISRAEL FROM 
UNGA AT KAMPALA OAU AND LIMA NAC, AS WELL AS AT NEW YORK, AND 
IN ASSURANCES IVORY COAST WILL VOTE FOR FRIENDLY KOREAN RESOLUTION. 
GOIC HAS BEEN ACCUSED BY OTHER NONALIGNED OF BEING TOO MUCH IN 
WESTERN CAMP, AND THESE DECISIONS QUITE LIKELY AIMED AT RESTROING 
"BLANACE". ACTUAL EXCHANGE OF AMBASSADORS MAY BE DELAYED IN- 
DEFINITELY. (IN FACT, FOR ALL ITS DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS, GOIC 
HAS ONLY 23 AMBASSADORS AROUND WORLD, ACCREDITED TO NOT MORE THAN 
ABOUT 35 COUNTRIES.) DECISION MAY HAVE BEEN MADE AT THIS TIME 
LARGELY BECAUSE CAMBODIAN AND VIETNAMESE DELEGATIONS WERE IN 
NEW YORK AND BUTTONHOLED GOIC PERMREP. 

2. FONMIN USHER HAS BEEN UNAVAILABLE DURING POLITICAL CONGRESS, 

BUT I HOPE TO SEE HIM NEXT WEEK. UNLESS DEPARTMENT OBJECTS, I 
PLAN RAISE NEW GOIC RELATIONSHIP WITH SOUTHEAST ASIA IN LOW-KEY 
MANNER AND INQUIRE AS TO SIGNIFICANCE AND TIMING. DOES DEPART- 
MENT HAVE OTHER QUESTIONS I SHOULD RAISE IN THIS AREA? 

SMITH 
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